
 

Patch High School 
School Advisory Committee 

Minutes for January 19, 2011 
 

 
Members Present 

Chairman:  Susan Kellett-Forsyth   
Vice Chairman: Claire Dickmeyer 
Principal:   Steven Sanchez 
Assistant Principal: Dr. Trent Blankenship 
Parent Member: Angela LeMay 
Parent Member/PTO: Cindy Carlson 
Teacher Member: Mr. T   
Teacher Member: Mr. G 
Teacher Member and Secretary: Ms. M  
School Liaison:  Joe Holder 
FRS/CSI: Ms. B 
Also Sherry Fields, Amy Murray, and Ann Welton, parents 
 
I. 
The meeting was called to order at 1503 

Call to Order 

Minutes from 17 November meeting were approved 
Next scheduled meeting is 16 February 2011 
  
 
II. 
 

Reports: 

A. Principal – Mr. Sanchez 
Mr. Sanchez reviewed the projected versus current enrollment and that we are 
exactly 100 students over the projected enrollment, including seven new 
students who added yesterday.  (projected enrollment:  648, current enrollment:  
748)  Mr. Sanchez took the time to explain that he was the principal at Patch 
High School through the end of the year, or until Ms. Rowland returned, to clarify 
the leadership and administrative assignments here at Patch.  This is his second 
day on the job.  There has been a request for a second assistant principal, which 
our enrollment numbers support, and he has observed the crowded class sizes 
here at Patch and the fact that because of large class sizes there are few places 
for students to change at semester.  A parent questioned the removal of Ms. 
Rowland from Patch as this is a different school in a different district and Mr. 
Sanchez concurred that he had the same question but couldn’t answer it except 
to say that it is part of the investigation. 
Mr. Sanchez elaborated on the Silent Protest scheduled for January 21st.  This is 
an anti-abortion protest.  It should be seen as a civic education and both an 
opportunity and learning experience for kids.  He used the example of a gay-
straight alliance at his last school and a silent protest they held.  Mr. Sanchez 
suggested that even though this can be a polarizing issue, the best thing for 



 

teachers to do is to not overreact.  He indicated that an email will be sent to 
parents.  Concern was noted by a teacher who felt that this would be harmful to 
students, especially those who have had abortions, and Dr. Blankenship assured 
us that trained counselors would be available.  The students will be wearing 
armbands, but it was unclear if they would be wearing matching shirts.  They 
will not be distributing literature/materials.  Mr. Sanchez indicated that groups 
who wish to protest should have a sponsor and there should be nothing 
spontaneous.  Another example of a sit-in was given this school year at 
Heidelberg High School.  The end of the quarter is Thursday, January 27th and 
the teacher work day is Friday, January 28th.  Parent teacher conferences are 
Friday, February 4th, which is a weekend where both the Friday and Monday are 
training holidays.  There was a concern expressed that when one teacher teaches 
all of a grade-level class, sophomore Geometry, for example, that the teacher 
may be difficult to see.  It was noted that in the Pacific there is only one parent-
teacher conference day, in the fall.  It was suggested that we look into whether or 
not a parent-teacher conference during a four-day weekend was best for 
parents, but agreed to go with the status quo and discuss the possibility of 
change for next year. 
Report cards will be emailed to parents on Thursday, February 3rd. 

B. School Liaison – Mr. Holder 
Mr. Holder explained that we have a new garrison deputy commander, Kathleen 
Cole, who will visit Patch High School on February 28th.  He also noted that 
EUCOM adopted Patch High School has a Partner in Education and there will be a 
formal ceremony in March.  There are five students  who are attending the Army 
Action Plan on February 11th.  One of the items they will address is school 
lunches.  The next IAC meeting is February 17th at RB at 1530.  Mr. Holder 
elaborated on the situation with late/delayed starts and explained what 
happened on the ice morning when the buses were already making their runs at 
0630 when the roads iced over.  On this particular day there were 85 buses that 
ran and two that did not.  Mr. Holder reminded us that we can use the ICE to 
send NICE comments, which several SAC members said they did. 

C. PTO – Cindy Carlson 
Cindy explained that the PTO gave guidance department $300 to purchase 
additional agendas for our new students.  Dr. Blankenship added that he found a 
box of agendas in his office and those were given to guidance. 

D. Student Representative -  the student representatives were not present and no 
report was given on their behalf. 

 
III.  
 

Old Business: 

A. Discussion of the new high school. (New school 15% design and formal 
comments submitted.)  The SAC is waiting for the 35% design so that feedback 
and comments can be made.  Even though we have had three principals looking 
at plans, there is still continuity as JR is still looking at the plans and there are 
people at the DSO and garrison who are reviewing the plans. 



 

B. Letter to European Athletic Council reference adequate transportation (more 
than one bus) to accommodate increased student participation in sports.  This 
will continue to be a SAC issue as there are multiple issues here.  In addition to 
the transportation, there is the DoDDS athletic rule limiting participants to four 
per sport.  A draft of the SAC letter to Karen Seadore was given to Mr. Sanchez. 

C. Installation of tennis backboards .  This will be elevated to IAC. 
 
IV.  
 

New Business: 

Develop SAC goals for SY 2010-2011.  It was suggested that we review last year’s 
minutes to find previous SAC goals.  SAC members will ponder what the major goals 
should be.  Regarding enrollment, we need accurate numbers, obtained by the DSO 
and military. 
 
 
V.  
 

Open Session: 

A. Sherry Fields was present to continue the request to have Bowman Field 
repaired.  The minutes from the previous meeting were read and there was 
discussion about who actually owns Bowman field.  The belief is that it is not 
owned by DoDDS.  Joe Holder will enquire about who owns the field and will 
follow-up to see if the football team can use Huskey Field.  Dr. Blankenship 
suggested a cost-benefit analysis to see if an artificial or low-end turf could be 
used.  This appears to become an IAC issue.  There was a question about 
whether or not the plans for the new school include artificial turf. 

B. Amy Murray was present to ask if the new school included a culinary center.  She 
said Bamberg has a phenomenal culinary arts program.  It was mentioned that 
this was a concern shared with ACDE, that there aren’t enough training programs 
for non-college-bound students.  There was also a question about an auto tech 
program and a comment that it might not be eliminated in 2014.  Someone 
suggested students partnering with the Panzer auto shop which would be just 
across the bridge from the new high school.  Mrs. Murray also requested 
transportation for cheerleaders who were taking the duty bus to Panzer for 
practice.  Mr. Sanchez indicated he could arrange a bus for this.  Mrs. Murray 
also raised concerns about discipline, which were directed to admin:  kissing in 
the hallways, the dress code, and tardiness.  All of these are being addressed by 
admin and there are students in ISS for tardies and other discipline issues.  
Teachers should follow procedure for referring students.  During this discussion a 
concern was raised about profanity, especially since we are sharing space with 
an elementary school. 

C. Cindy Carlson revisited the silent protest and emphasized that it was a personal 
issue and hoped that it would be handled with sensitivity.  Claire Dickmeyer 
shared the fact that she had a student crying in her arms over this issue and it 



 

was pointed out that in these types of situations we never know what others are 
thinking or going through. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1622.  And a half. 


